

Pierce County Flood Control Zone District


What is the Flood Control Zone District (FCZD) and why was it created?
· The purpose of the Flood Control Zone District (FCZD) is to address flooding in Pierce County. 
· A major flood could cause as much as $725 million dollars in damages and losses which would severely impact our county’s economy.

Who is paying for this and are we all paying the same amount?
· The Flood Control Zone District is a special purpose junior taxing district. 
· Funding for the FCZD comes from a countywide property levy.  In 2018 the tax is approximately 8 cents per $1,000 assessed value. 

What are the public benefits of the FCZD?
· Lowers flood risk to private and public infrastructure. 
· Generates local funds to deal with local flood impacts. 
· Matches and leverages federal and state funding. 
· Provides capital improvement funding for flood control structures. 

How often has Pierce County experienced flooding disasters? 
· The last major flood was in 2009. 
· Since 1990, Pierce County has experienced a federally declared flood disasters nine (9) times. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]According to University of Washington scientists, climate change is projected to increase the frequency of flooding in most western Washington river basins. 
· Future floods are expected to exceed the protective abilities of our existing flood facilities.

There’s no flooding where I live. I don’t pay flood insurance. Why should I pay?
· In 2007, I-5 closed in Chehalis and the economy lost more than $10 million a day.
· The Pierce County economy is dependent on critical infrastructure within the floodplain. When roads close, the ability to move commerce and commute is adversely affected, even if the flood doesn’t threaten homes. All residents and businesses are affected. 
· Over 11,000 jobs are located within the 100-year floodplain. 
· In a major flood, personal property losses could range between $199 million and $520 million. 
· Economic output losses could be anywhere between $12.6 million and $46 million.
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